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Ecosystem Game Conclusion
Now that you have played the Ecosystem Game, collected data, and analyzed the data it is time to draw some conclusions.  As you saw in the game many organisms did not survive.  In fact, majority of organisms were unable to collect enough resources such as food or water.  Because organisms rely on these resources and stable environments population sizes can often vary when these are not kept in check.  Specifically, many different factors can limit population growth and sustainability such as competition, predation, unusual weather/natural disaster, and parasitism/disease.  These four things are called limiting factors because whether acting together or separately they determine the carrying capacity of an environment. The carrying capacity is the maximum number of individuals of a particular species that a particular environment can support.  These limiting factors stabilize populations. 
Directions:  To conclude the Ecosystem Game, you and a partner are going to make a storyboard answering the question: 

“How did the limiting factor of unusual weather (specifically a drought) play a role in the Kenwood Ecosystem Game?”
To do this you must address the following six questions.  However, you may display this anyway you choose.  For example, you may write out the answers in nice fonts and colors, draw out the responses, create diagrams/charts, or do a combination of all three.
1. What was the Kenwood Ecosystem Game? (Hint: Think about what organism you were and what you had to do?
2. What killed off a majority of populations in the ecosystem? (Hint: Refer to the back of page 6)
3. How do you know this was the factor that killed the organisms? (Hint:  This is your evidence section.  You must include numerical data from page 6)
4. What is a limiting factor? (Hint:  Go back to the paragraph at the top and identify what it is and what is included)
5. Why would the major cause of death be considered a “limiting factor”? (Hint:  This is similar to the link section of a MEL-Con formatted paragraph…”Link makes you think”)
6. Summarize what happened in the Ecosystem, including what was the major cause of death according to the whole school data.
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